Words ar E 
Death are in n the power of the T 


| = : 8 e 


be 4 Fire, _ either li . — 1 
fem 


2 rde Thee oo 
oth, 7 whoſe do eat lie a Canker, e 
8 s | l 
N Eliphas cem! it s Mercy to be Wane 
the Scourge of the Tongue, Job 25-21; 1 
| be thy lot, be not too | IS of 
y the 


ud ir to thy peruſal, 


of Tria and Peace, 


* . 
* 


* 


+ HEY . 
92 NARRATIVE of the Appre · 
| by: en E. Trial, ud Condemnation of 
75 75 Whip ring · Backbiter. Written by'the 
hor in the Connery, in 4 Letter 70 


15 e Jin the City. 


Sir; 
Give you eu Thanks fo your laſt obliging l. Liness: 
; ve 1 of moment to communicate 
Ks Jos ve-6nly the Detection of a miſ- 
Criminal, who it ſeems was ap- 
| admitted a Freeman of our 
ration of Chrift-Charch, and hath inſenſibly 


ſecte — - our Corporation, but alſo the 
— Tho I doubt not 

er bowl of the miſchievous Effects of 

18 2 oat et I preſume it will not be 
1 x iteful to 8 f I give you a Breviate of the 


„ * „ % 
5 


le againſt him in theſe Parts: 
ich, as near as I could collect, take as follows. 

es His Father was of the City of Crete; and 

know it upon Record, Titus 1. 12, that the 

etians were always Liars; and his Mother was 

benian, whoſe Cuſtom it was to hear and 

One: new t! Acts 17. 21. They having 

| 0 much reſembled them bothz” 

4” puntly zgreed 1 to call his n n 

A 3 


the Evil of his — 9 3 was. ſo. 1 1. 
prong y reform'd, that he xenounc'd the. 
im by his Parents, and enter'd himſelf a 
TTeeman of the Corporation of Chriſt Church, & 
upon a Reformation, he ingag'd. to be 

ject thereof, and perform'd his 
our 3 for a- time, being abarn'd of- his f 
mer Name, and ſaw that the Freemen of Qhri 
Church mut not act like either the Creti⸗ 
Athenians © Neither would the Corporation 
bn * his Nature to N his 

ame, of N biſpering- Backbiter, X 
ing directly oppolite to his new Name of Clri. 
Moreover, he had been both inf . 
into; and hed often read overithe Charter of our 
Corporation. But, 

2. In the next place, Chriſtianity is an hong 
ble Name; ſo many lay claim to 5 wichout$ 
Title, as was too evident in this ſeeming, 
Vert, 'who only chang'd his Name, but his Þ are 
was not changed, and he trud in the ſleps of, 
natural, but rate Parents; we hoped he h 
been in love the Work in uſe in our Corpo- 
ration of Chriſt. Church, namely, the mortify ing 
of Corruptions, and à crucifying of tht > 
with the Affections and Luſts thereof; Row, 8. 1: 
Gw.'5.2, tho alas, he quickly grew weary © 


1 
* 


| (7) 

3 this Work, and inclin'd to the ſteps of hi 
T Ly ago had been no want of Means to 
4 inftru4 him, that the Snuffers of the SanQuary 
3 allo, to ſhew that the Reporters and Receivers 
>. of others faults muſt be fore to be innocent 
Y themſelves, Exod, 37, 23. But alas, he would 
pie Reports right or wrong, true or fal(e, * 
aul diſperſe them for currant Coin, tho in a diſ- 
J guiſe, till it came at laſt to be diſcovered, by that 
great ſtrangeneſs and want of Love that hath ap- 
J  pearef{-in the ſeveral Companies of our Corpora- 
tion. But there having ſome diſcovery been made 
of the prepoſterous Criminal, Information was 
sven to the Recorder of our City and Cor- 
4 poration, the honourable Mr, Church- Diſcipline, 
5 gave ſpeedy Information to the Lord Chief 
tice Fear-God, who is one ready to tight the 
wronged, and to repair the damaged: So he 
forthwith grants his Warrant, iſſued out under the 
S Great Seal, and by the Authority of our Sove- 
1 Wer, to ſeize and apprehend the Criminal. The 
Warrant, as I remember, runs thus, or to this 


Fo al Mayers, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace 

T Pg and Hadron in this - 

orporation of Chriſt- Church, Co 0 

Chriſtianity : Whereas Information bath N 
in to the Recorder of our City and Corporation, 
the bonewrable Mr. Church-Diſcipline, of the 1. 
lanful Practice, and ill. behaviour of a miſchiegon s 
| | A 4 Member 


for the Criminal afereſai4—— And when « have, 
ſeized bim, bave him before the next Tuſ | 
Peace, in order to bis Commitment to a 

Priſon, to anſwer to ſuch Crimes as are laid to bit! 
Charge the next. Seſſions of the Peace, to be by | den 
in our Corporation : And herein Jou are not to) foi 

98905 by me L. C. J. Fear-God, © 4 


ny -.8 "Frag — Sg. mms TN 2 Se 


This W ant was ſent to the 4 
of the Ara of Try-all, his er — 
pation; 'who having received the Warrant, cakes 
with him the Petty-Conſtable, or Headborough 
whoſe Name was Prove- all: So they ſearch'd 25 
own Houſes firſt, as reſolving to ſee chey w. oy 
clear of Backbiter at home, before the 3 
look for him abroad. Fit, Becauſe duld def 
8 ve no offence to their Neighbours, "a . hew 

Partiality. And, ſecondly, Becauſe they tha Fre 
I. clear at home, are the fitteſi to examine dn nay wa: 
prove others. Thus they went, en the F JAG 
in order till they came almoſt through the $ Sab- 
urbs of our Corporation; they took u 525 


* her Name proved to bes Mr.! 


5 and a Man alſo, "for this Whiſpering- Ba wy 


„ 
_— - x. 


9 1 have his Sub- 
jects to wy — their · own Beam, before they 
look abtoad for the Mote of others, ſhewing her 
it was diſhonourable to our The Man 
they took up on ſuſpicion, his Name was Mr,Lier, 
ſo they examin d him, and-found him in many 
falſe Stories ; and then they asked him, if he 

| knew one Whiſpering-Bookþnter, that liv'd. there 

or thereabouts : Yes, ſaid Liar, I know him to be 
a good orderly Perſon; and a Chriſtian! too, and 

is reſpected 7: pane 7/76 ſeveral in ous Sub- 

urbs ; he is my near K » we are Brothers 

| and Sitters Children 3. my Mother was a Cretian, 

4 andfowss his Father; good People, ſaih:Liar. 

$ - Dont able. Shew me where your Kinſman lives, 

Neo, (aid 3 know you have ſome wicked 
deſign.” reprov?'d Liar, and went 
on; and 8 — Along, chey met with a 
Freeman's Wife of the — whoſe Name 
was Gealy Jokes wſy - uy y enquired of. her for 
Backbiter's H ſhe ſhakes her Head, wiſhing 
that . — of the Fleſh, and De luom of the 
wicked one were deſtroyed, that the Sfirit may be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord. 
| Conſtable, That is delignd by our Soveraign- 


Jealouſy. 


orcs rey Fork have been let go, i 
 enideavotired- to make his Eſcape, but they wert 
able bo wattage him: Then he wrt ptr rus, | 
n was not the Perſon, O, faid Exannet 
e H. Conſtable, ſearch thy own Heart as we have 

| c for thee! Ay, ſaid the Peay: rw 
el, it will appear whether thou art the 
, Sten thou comeſt to thy Trial. So they: * 

dad iim before Juſtice Order, who was alſo Sheriff, 
for the Corporation and County that year, w 0 E 
abt Rim into Examination; but Backbicer de-“ 
nes his Name, and ſaich he ſcorus it. And pleaſe 16. 
your Worſhip, faid the, 1 had that Name given. 
e my parents, but I renounced it. 
Jae, Fray, what may one call your Kare 


mow ? 

- Prifoner, Chriſtian, and pleaſe your Wee 
Ay, ſaid Jutiice Order, and à diſorderly one 

100 ; I have heard you changed your Name, but! 

your Nature was never changed, as your im 1 

moral Actions have demonſtrated. I find you 

ar 


to this ellcet. 


Te Nathaniel Newman, 
. — and — 


Chriſtianity: 7 "you 
e snto ſafe C be B be Pri 

* im ſſo 2 Hs — 
bum inc hiſe Confitement till be be diſ- 


eee e 


Baclbiter. I pray your Worſhip to accept of 
wt | have a third Perſon, my near Kinſman, he 
is worth 1 5 Pounds, and he is willing to 
be bound for Body for me. 
here doth your Kinſman live? and 

what is his Name? 

Backbiter. And pleaſe you, Sir, his Name is 
Mr. Levs Liar, he live in Prating-Row. 

Fuſtice. H he were worth ten thouſand Pounds, 
I would not take his word for a farthin 

The Conſtable and Headborough condu@ him 
ſafely to Priſon, and deliver him with the Aitti- 
mms into the hands and care of the Prifon- 


Keeper, 


| Backbiter to the Bar, which is done accordingly, 


great- Charter of our Corporation and Common- 


Mes; 2 gle, bave 1 backbited many 
| 'd E into _ ca ? 
ZR E 


Alas, on the Heres it * — 
The Mak I wore is pulled off my Face; 
think u * the Fod 1 have Fo So 
I ſee there's coming on me great Diſgrace, 
an it 1 can ſee no * to run. | 


—— 


— 


epi Seſſions being, come, the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Chief Juſtice Fear- God 
is the Judg, with the honourable Mr. Rule. wel 
Mayor, and Juſtice Order Sheriff; and Mr. Churcb- 
Diſcipline Recorder, as allo the Attorny- General 
to proſecute the Laws of our Soveraign againſt the 
Criminal, with the 'Under-Sheriff Mr. Learn- 
Rule; wich other Juſtices of the Peace and Quo- 
rum. The Bench being ſat, the Sheriff com- 
mands the Priſon-Keeper Mr. Newman to put 


" om 3 £m - --. 


Then the. Judg proceeds to read his Commiſſion, 
which impowered him to hear Cauſes, and de- 
termine Matters in behalf of our Soveraign, and the 


wealth. In the ſaid Commiſſion was alſo inſerted, 
the 


A 4 ith a hn hs. ae a Nenn W 
N | * „, * >. on * 4 8 * = - 4 N a * o : - * » 
= F 1 = % 
( 13 
, — - 9 
Mr. Rale-well the and 
of 6 & . 8 
R 


Ri 7 * , mw 
| 
ju U 9 0 
* for | he fi Ef 
”$ »- , ff Y « 
* 


Diligence. 


ding to dntward 


2 


| 
Hate. Strife, Faithful, 
Love- Brother, Charity, 
Society Hope-well, 
| Condeſcenſion, Pray-well, 
| Patience, . Humility, 
| Plain- dealing, Concord. © 
| Good Men and true. Stand forth and hear | 


Crier. 


— : 5285 Oath 5 t e fac hf 
| Verdict yo ring in accor ad 
| z and fo the Lotd hel 
5 Tags a Hold. 

«ad hi Tod 


, OY 
thou wa 1 75 free of this 4 8 
tion of Chrif- church, and admitted to the . 1 
vileges thereof, as a Member of the ſame: But I as 
thou not having the Fear of God ſo before thine © 
Eyes as thou oughteſt to have had, haſt. been 


ca 
pi 
iley of many foul Crimes; not only in offerin 
910 iolence to our "Sheri, Mr. Order, and the Re. be 
corder Mr. Church. Diſcipline, Perſons to be bighly 
honoured and eſteemed in our Corporation, who gu 
ha 
th 


are as Walls to our on yea, thou haſt been 


ECT 


8 but alſo Frog Sieat. loſdlency 
and Rebellion againſt our Soveraign Lord, his 
Crown, and Dignity. Fudg. 


Kane 1 1 as LR 
fefor 


' carried me above all ſuſpicion 3 or at leaſt have 


Mr. HattsStrife, 


the Sherify may Name is Chriſion Bro 


a Omer. Yes, Mn. Backbiter, you. did tel 
e your old Name for a new bu 


Þ you ſhewed no ligns of any other change, no ow 
Birth, no new Creature, or Newneſs 


of. Life, in 
Qualities or Qualifications ; and what adyantage 
is it to have a new Name, when the old Man with 
his + ay put off ? Ephe 4. 22. Reg. 3. 1. 
Backhirer. If I maſt go by this odious Name of 
Mbiſſ -Backbirer,, 1 mutt be content to bear it 
as my Butden, but I hoped my new would have 


me from being called into queſtion, 
Recorder.” It will apprar in his Trial, whether he 
be the Perſon expreſſed in the Indictment or not. 
Jud. What ſayſt thou? Art thou guilty or not 
Sully? 
Bahn. beſeech your Lordſhip, that Ly 
have the Liberties and Privileges of a Ficeman 
there 1 Jury eſpecially —— 


8 om to object againſt, for | know they are 


ally ne to me in their Minds and 
Diſpoſitions. — 
Juag. Who are the Perſons you object againſi? 
Bat My Lord, there is the 
cannot endure him; and the 
laſt Man Mr. Concord and there is Mr. Charity 


Rall open 8 8 — nl 
hall-open the Cauſe by way of Breviate,., 
diſcover the Diſpoſitian and manner 
e p. 
Rede uf eur Corporation, "3 
Jiu. Do ſo; but pray with wha brevity Yau — 15 
3 As for the Man, te. is to 88 c 
conſidered in the common Gender, Meer 70. 2 0 
man: Some of the learned in our Laws, uf ut 7 
Statute, Levit. 19. 16. compare him to a Pe 
who carries Wares about to utter and 17 
to Cuſtoters: So he carries Reports es 
e to Houſe. Anathery ny on at. 

tute, Pſal. 15. 3. He gckbiteth. not with 
bis Tongue, &c. or flandereth not, defaemeth no 7 5 


8 


(47 ) 
rem word () from wbence Reel 


dag for al 2 45 — the 

1 ind Whiſperets faith Dotn- 

2 geren manner of Spies, go up 
2 their Malice, that they may 
e ae — of others, of which 
1 a malicious relation to ſuch as will give 

ar tothe Sms Sd that backbiting i a mali- 
— 22 of one behind his back. A Back- 
biter ſpeaketh /openly! evil of another behind his 
back: but Whi rer ſignifies privacy 3 the des 
fipn of backbiting is; the one to 
Friendſhi thy other i lee Fame: 

N Mr. Leigh in his Crit. Sar, Obrreddario or 
Bas Plal. 1 10. 7 of dicoinful Tongae, 


7% a falſe e are ſharp Arrows of the 5 
7 145 22 aner; which are the wy 


a; _—_ of all ergy malt be their Portiofi. 
Ir sone that by falſe or true report doth hurt the 
lame or Credit of another behind his back ; and. 
is 1 70 in our Charters; both old and new, 
inder theſe ſix acceptations 3 a' Shanderer, a fille 
Actuſer, a Whiſperer; a Backbiter, a Tale-beater, 
vr Defamet, r. and is ranked with the greateſt 
Ff Oritninals Rim. 1. 30. Backbiters, baters of 
Wot; dpa fu, fra, Bad Hart, &. 2 Cor. 1. 
bs. al Wrath, 75 Backbiting „ Whiſ- 


perings; 


... Þ Bs 
4 Swellings;" Tumults : theſe go in con- 
m. & b the Parſon cher would n be SB: 
Irini the cffeQs of whoſe Actions are 


Sheri 8 your eau, let the Evi 
dence againſt Backbicer be called. 
Jude, Mr. Clerk, let the firſt Evidence be 
called. . 
Clerk. Crier, call Mr. Maoral-Heathen. y 
Crier. Mr. Heathen, O yes, O yes, Mr. Meral. 
Hlaatben. Here: Ready, Sir; but I cannot 
in. Make way for the Evidence there. He 
ſworn. 1 
Jag. Mr. Morah Heathen; Do you know th 
Priſoner at the Bar? 
Heathen. Les, my Lord. 
Fudg. How long have you known him: 5 L 
Haaren. But ſince I came into the Coaſt e 
And I have wondered to hear hin 
deſame otbe s,. and be ſuffered ſo long. N 
one of our Phlloſophers, faith, there is not a 
thing than a deceitful and defaming Tongue 
Yea, my Lord, the Life and Acts of 
Backbiter contradict the Doctrine ae 


Me f. 8 ene bi 
ſteinper en ub 1 2 
glich t let bells want Excuſes or Apotog 

ſp For our Zeno taught that we ſhould 
"ou ue in our Mind fore "we petmit it 
| "Mad Plato taught his Scholars, that if 
one obſerved another commit a fault, he muft firſt 
ask Himſelf Whether he had not dene as bad or 
worſe * and not proclaim it abroad, Tho we 
, Wete allowed to pate our Enemies by ſome of 
dur Philofop hers, yet always to love our own So- 

. Ciety ; But hs Priſher cuts with. the * 

thoſe" in the ſame Proſeſſion. Our Sci 5 could 

ſay, that he had rather Hannibal ſhouſd eat his 

Heart with Salt, being his Enemy, thin that Lil- 

lia his Friend ſhould give him an ill word. So 
| hateſylly do we reſent the backbiting Slanders 
| 2 our fell Friends. And chis is what I had 


at pteſent, my Lord. 
Vour e ſtimony is very clear, and much 


to the caſe in hand, Mr. Heathen, and 1 give you 
thanks for theſe Inſtances; you have faid enough, 
I deſye you to withdraw. 

B 2 cri. - 


8 in 


red us hey 


y Dig rin „I know him, m my Lord, his 


12 „ he dwells under he lame 
25 Barkbiter. 
Mt. Newman, take him into cuſtody. 


Attorney General. Mr. Love-truth,, ray, as 
fan mi mg Oath, acquaint my pork od the 


705 wie you know concerning che p 


* e rl look upon the Priſoner ; » 


know hi 
oo: 1 my Lord, to my damage: 
oe th wrong, he bath done me, I G4 
pd pe him; tho as he hath been an Enem 


diſhonourgd the Trut 
385 25 5 127 2 


y dess beet 2s you can. 
he is a Perfon fall of 


0 70 pete any Jyi 
y againſt one that is no 


at 929555 the 


172 5 28. 


FRE 


Rene, 0 1 is 
wr Pang there 13 an 


Room 1 1 will $06 not ay pox take op 


(22). 
then he uts his Mouth to the Ears of —" 
m_ an whiſpers it into their Heads, and then 
his Eyes and Hands as tho he Were ſatry, 
5 60 a belief in the Judgments of the 
otant, which have never rightly conſidered the 
ners of oyr Gopporation : And many times he 
enjoins them to ſecrecy 3 ſo that when yas 
Perſons -ſlandered, they cannot get open t 
but they look a ſquint, as tho they were caſtin 
their Eyes\bver the Beans to ſee if the Barley were 
tor Suſpicion is always pictured fquints * 
wed my Lord, he hath come with his 
my Houle, as Mr, Church- Diſcipline hath 
out of our old Charter, Levi. 19. 16. that a 
Tale-bearer, or Backbiter, is compared to a Lek, | 
that goes up and down with his Pack: So he hath | 


offered his se oral = 


Wares to me, po I* be 


Truth and my Neighbour ; and 
an antient wiſe Preacher bach ln, that that as 1b 2 


e ee 0 e 


tenance Tongue, Prov. 

frown | 'told him Rae” 200 

the Perſo be bend it, and go the Per- 
fon that was e e and know: Kh certain 


"3 th 

PILE 4 thi 
never come my of 

Lord, Ee canton 60 op Ci a ba bee 


Formatted, if it were 
x determined, rein 


2 if it bath been 
buried, yet this : 


Back- 


by” "> 


27. An un 2 — 0b — — 
Ii u 4 Fire. And this, fearing 1 have 
intruded upon your Lon Patience, is what 

bare to ſay at preſent, my 
. 'Thel are foul 4 — practices. 

Love: truth. My Lord, I could fay much more 
of things of this nature, how- haſty and diligent 
he hath been in this Evil of Detraction. 
Jug. There hath been enough faid at preſent, 
Mr. Love- truth. 

The Bench ariſeth, and the Court is adjourned 
till two of the Clock in the Afternoon. 

*The Prifon-Keeper Mr. Newman remands 
ter to the Priſon again, not denying his 
Friends to come to ſee him. So there came 
'Þ Mis, Buſy- boch, Mr. Liar, Mr. Blind-Zeal, Pre- 

| julia, 'Hate- Peace, and ſeveral others, whole 
Names I took no account of; fo he ſent for his 
Counfel Equi bocator, and gave him his Fee, 
telling him he was afraid it would go hard with 
him if he did not ſpeak, and his Evidence did 
not {wear to the purpoſe, to juſtify his Proceedings. 


B 


The hour being come, Mr. Newman haſtens 
the Paloner to the Court. When the Judg, with 
the Mayor, Recorder and Sheriffs, with the Juſtices 
of the Peace and Quorum were ſat, Mr. Newnan 
was commanded to 0 put up Whiſpering Aer 

do the Bar; which was done accordingly. 
B 4 Arp 


” 3 


0 260. | 
tray 2 
nk Sh of: the again th Pris 


oner ?. ? | 

l Here Mr. Unity ſubpena'd to peu. 

Gs ahi be called 
Crier. 8 00 1 0 275 O yes, Mr. Unity. I any 
hete, my Lor dare not come into Court : 
| Beckbiter and Ns Fe are ſearched, .  ? 
Jad. What, are you and oh, Mr. Unity ? 
y. Why, my Lord, 1: know: they uſe t 
carry white Powder about thema with which they 
e to (hoot thoſe they have a 
and it ; murders Man in his Name beſxe be an 
| eporf. ts i 
That is Treaſpn by. the Las, war 


— 


5 


N Ix f 
in | Or ey bad Je nh 
e 

þ Wh n how long, have you 


| * 5 Lo ever ſince there have beet 
ults, Wrath, Strife and Debates, 1 
they all came into our rporation with Whiſpers 
ing Beckbiter, 2 Cor. 12. 20. 
Attorny General; My; Lord, and Mr. Shexif 
9 30 you. my right well the cy Hou thaf 
th e Companits in our Corporation 
of Chrift- Gch and undoabtedly it hath been 
for want of regarding what you and = 0 
ths eavourcd 


. e : 


— 


= 


(, 25 * 


7 


Ee db wh 


you Lordibip, let Mr. 90 60 wg 
12 "Mi. Unity, be as. brief and expreſs, Fr 


Uni , 1 deſire to have the liberty a * in 
The 2555 25 ble ( tor he 


N - d pleaſant: 
1 WD Uni, Ia. 133- i. elpecj 


1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
Wy 


roget $3 bx him alſo 
A by ts bi ip hath. been broken. 


* 


ſen in one, Society; Endeeveuring ta beep phe 

ity of the Spirit ik bod Fe, Shes 

* — as 

ut, ph Pk e Pike Priſoner bath bren 3. 5 
| 1 t in ſetting particular 8 


ſome different apprehenſipns have been abou 
Sentences in oy we Few Fat ackbiter 
apd blows up the i 


them at work to 9 5 


4 I bids wit rhe 1 A crying opt, Hereyickay, Je 


ers, they cannot ſee th rogh thei 
ye-boles3 as tha it were poſſible, wy like, 
| ELL, to work a Reformation by Defa ation; 
ike Noa 71 787705 by Dr. ayer, that ſceing 8 
on his Neighbour's Forchead, goes-tg; knock 
it 


n the” rad with bis Hammer, and ſo Knocks 
zour's Brains out. Thus, my Lord, T- 
f e think to ſlander Men &,, 
out of the faults he 1 awe them to be in; 
when alas, inſtead of healing, The words of « 
T ale-bearer are as Wounds that &o down to the ; 
innermoſt parts; Prov. 18. 8. Tea, my Lord, 


I have known when that 258 Uoion and Am 
hath been bet ye ixt two Perſons, yea and Bia 


A 


in our Go ci6n;ll Backbiew hath been 8 
ye renee Pack with all he Tat on | ba 
up, hath uttered or whiſpered whiat hath ſbom Na 
broke the Bond of Unity. Pra 16, 28. A fro: - 
2 Man ſoweth Strife, and « Whiſperer "my o 
chief Friends, Lea, my Lord, 1 4 5 
* and Inveteracy hath been begot by Batk- 4 


Erd means, that it hath appeared next 
ty to reconcile them, as Mr. za 


Order; and Mr. Church. Diſcipline know 'right- 
_ well, And this is what I have to ſay ar pr * 
Lord. „ 
Arm General. My Lord, I very well know, 
Mr. Unity faith to be true, and ſo doth; 
MI. Sheriff alſo. There are other Evidences ma < 
be called if your Lordſhip pleaſe. 1 k 
Jude. l think there tive ſufficient Tefiimoni 3 14 
been given in againft him to prove him guiley We 
according to his Indictment: And if further oe take 
caſion ſhould be, they ſhall be examin*d. Mr, Back. doth 
later, what Reaſon eanſt thou give why Sentence heh 
according to the Law of our Corporation ſhould 
not 


: (+) 
ot be'piſed upon thee? Thou haſt heard what 
lene Teftimonies have been gow n 


* 

Bealee. My Lords: you were to 
Counſel to ſpeak for me, pled 0 
3 for alas, my Lord, 1 know not how 

x my ſelf. 
2585 General. No, Mr. Backhiter, you hive 
| ee much falſly* againſt others, that you 
truly to ay for your ſelf. 


Ju. whete is york Counſel? What i is his 
I Name? Let him appe 

3 Backbite. My Lord, his Name is Equivecator, 
Art mine. 


| e is he? 
| 5 r. ee e Here, Sir. Why do 
4 gab d your Olent's Cauſe } 
1 ator. Here, ready, my Lord, and Fam 
I ſed ro plead the prildners Cauſe; and I thinks 
3 my Lord, he is 2 good Man in the main; and 
I tho'it' may be true what hath been ſaid by "thele 
Gentlemen, that have witneſſed againſt him, that 
be carries Reports from one to another, this is no 
| new thing; he firſt receives it, and why ſhould 
1 job = go his og ON bath heard of the 
= defaning of many, and others Report, 
Gen re} 1 Jer. 20. 3 
take the ſame liberty? Beſides, my Lord, if he 
doth ſometimes add to the Report or Accuſation, 
he hath heard it is but to amplify it, and to make 
it more taking and convincing to them to _ 


7 


68) | 
Larries- it; for what is 3 Report aa | 


ral e Clo ; is in the Hears? Mine fer ed, 1 ; 


editors wg hear but with one Ex, na 1 ec 
cannot hear boch Parties, Fee it N 5 


v5 he beats it 5 as alſo: they whom he 
you are pleaſed to call it, may he £ 
n 2pplayded in the 
tan bs ; and, — Graces and Virtue 
his: and therefoxe his detign may be; S fa 
that ſo he may keep up his Fame equal wilt 
others. He is not the firſt that hath entied thifats 
cammendable Fame and Deſerts of abs; Deny vi 
was David hated others Proſpexity : War 
alſo read a Paſſage out of ;P{ptarcb 9 4 
baniſhrent, called Offrariſm, His 
ing asked what Wrong Ariftides had done | im 
be wephy?d, * neither do ee 
it ons me ta hear every call. NY 4J 
TIER Lot 
— it procure 85 n naty 
hate to be out-ſixipt either in worldly or den 
Judge, Hold, Mr. Egrovoccrer, you run t00 „ 
Atrorny Geferal. You muſt not think, Ms; & 
e to ſham off the Crimes at this rats 
ou ſay he is a good Man in the main, pray 
what main? The main of a good Man is to lo 
pur Sovereign above all, and his Neighbour .; 
hinaſelf: This is inſerted in pur old Charter, at 
Annen hs, Dew.6,.5, Levit. 19.1610 


j 
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1 vodies Si he 12 5 Loch boy 


Gan 
A e 
ws th ite of the 


ogg Ati be 77 ke 

Ming tos Report 3, 1 ain ſatisfied 

bt Abe the tos Kepore, will tliſc one too 

pleaſcth, which is expreſly ak to 
. 4181 Ebartet ay 1 


all je a FF os 7 t 
0 1 xt JI 11 
ju 4 * 125 he takes lden to add, 


put his hand with the : Ho 
bet Wi neſs? Again, by Ker 


6 
ne, he W ar ove every little fofiectit into a 
7 N 


a l. 


ile; the little or ſchall Freckle 
A 4 at Reputatiot can be ſecured 


o have theft dead Flies to calt a 


tt of ſtink on their Brethren at pleaſure, to cotrup t all 


j 


1 5 odorous Virtues? And as to your I; of 


ides's Ban ent, it's recorded x ahi {lance 
Cri wh but Zackbiter out-does the 


: Ct I raiſes, as. far as Death is worſe 


18 


than Ba for in mutdering the Name he 


deſtroys 


. My Ro all eg | 
faid, was to delire. that his bad Memory | 
queef the uk of rh Ear mb nf. 

on, ol that his Evidences may 

Ine Te, 88, be ſhall have all the 84 chat cx : in 
be allowed by the Charter of our Corporation 

and if his Evidences are Perſons of Ty of 
kane and Repute, they ſhall be heard. 
them be called into Court. : 55 4 "IG 

Equivecator, Crier, pray . call Mrs, 4 
ſhe i 2 own Couſin to the Priſoner. * 1 
Clerk. Crier, call her into Court. 


Crier, Mrs. Buſy- 9 yes, O yes, Mrs, Pulp 
A 


She cannot leave her Twattle. Mrs. Bujy-! 
body. Ready, ready, Sir. Why do you not} 


attend the Court? 
Buſy-hody. I haye fo much buſineſs betwixt 


one Friend or Neighbour and another, that alas I 
am ſeldom at home, or rarely out of imply, 
my Lord. ; 
Fade. Pray what was your Imploy? 
body. My Lord, if I hear of any one fail 


| ing committed, it's my deſire and endeavour that 
no body may be ignorant of it: But I remembei 
I have read, That the Lips of the wiſe ſhall inſtruff 

nam. 


: 
— 7 
* # 4 wo L An Ks LA. . 
: 
oy 


FT 
And this, as my Couſin Barkbizer hach 
12 muſt be by carrying ones failings to ano- 


6 2: OY Didſt thou,.ever- ſeriouſly .read. over the 
Charter of our -Corporatian.? I fear that thou 
ſeldom lookelt at home. ; 
ws.  Conftable, No, my Lord, when I tach ſor 
hes Buſy: body, | ſaw her Houſe all out of cms, and 
dle was juſt going out. | 
Fudge, How did you know ſhe was. Wing 
Out: 2 
Conſtable, Why, my Lord, The had end Glaſs 
nn her hand, and I have bern inſormed oſ it, and 
| that by ſome that had experience of it. 
Jiu. Hold: Pray, Mr. Conſtable, what Glaſs 
1 were they,? 
Ciomfable. My. Lord, one was 3 ag 
Glaſs, and the other a multiplying Glass; 
the former ſhe with her Coutin Backbiter makes A 
— * N a great one, and with the latter one 
alli 
| Fug. I Is. ſhame that ſuch ignorant, and per- 
tinacious Practices ſhould be ſuffered in the Sub- 
urbs 4 our Corporation; let her be taken into 
| Crier She is withdrawn and abſconded, my 
Lord: but I ſhall take care to have her a 
| ded; for it's one Man's work to have a ſerious 
i ght of his own Sins, and judg himſelf aright. 
Clerk ef the Seſſ. Call Mr. Zeal into Court. 
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he no, mote cha (i 
2 pd rom others 'kmow1 13 at 
al. Lord. Vea 1 have obſe 
that lives under bac 
to out · run each other to carry t 
N and "Cuſtii did, 1 S8 
L dns was theit Teal, and chdeayour 4 
Hinds, my Lord. Ds 
: d Gentleman, you are! 
but I fear you never learned rig 
about, what your Teal ſhoul 


ppoled to have failed, ſuch a 
| appear to be but diabolical. Ne 
to the e 


ah nb To 
1 


| F pb Ir I 
to 
3 be 95 DE 


ner. Mr. Prejudice, O JG, O yes, Mr. Pre- 
; Here, Ll am ready, Sir. 
what are you capable to fay in be.” 
A the oner? Do you know him? 
— Yes, my Lord, he is my old Acquain- 
„I am his near Neighbour, 
„What other Neighbours have you that 


e his and your Aſſociates? 
Cc Pres 


1 68 45 
8 ng that les 


25 N 1. 


I | 740 


VN Y 15 5 Þy hy 
Reer ier Hint babk bre ay 
friendly:to. u all 1 1. ede any, thi 
is- M. Il. e 0 Tel are Both coin e 
N N ey are Tuth — oh dare! 

Ron ſor, tmy' 1020, that he _ ite 


we are ſaxe they do! 2800 wry us at 
Es ami 


Orth, that 
me * 2 
ai Hola, T') 36 £3 , Jour ach not 01 b. 


Ane geen ber 9 you Geck 


men of the Jur is exit 15 here is not one: 
Perſon of an ny hue | $0: Juſtify. 
Whig e * Bath fait 

4 abe oid*amonght 'the” br 
in wer Wicks, to the tut 17 ud, 


hrj's - Thurtfya H e 
were made Fen that they tight be 
Enemies to or vereign,. Eult 23. KN 
the Thfernals ate at an Agteemefſt atnongſt theth 
Satan is not divided 4 ig inſt Satan, Luke 51 h the 
| Judg. I {liall 7 ders to tum up 5 C 
ences, 7 


ne, . 
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1 N Attorm - On 70. Here is one Evidence more 
n 


udg. Let him be called. 

Critr. He is here ready, my Lord. 

we. wag. I know him: Pray, Mr. Divine Know: 
ra, do you know the Priſoner ? 

A Knewtede. Yes, my Lord, but I am a Stran- 
ger to him, I ſuppoſe. 

7 | Jude: Backbiter, Do you know this Gentle- 
man | 


* Backbiter. No, my Lord; I never had any 
real acquaintance with him in all my Life; | 
* "Knowlede. My Lord, he is an ignorant ſhal- 
low Soul; had he but a dram of ſanctified Wif- 
dom or Divine Grace, he would have learned of 
* Mr. Mor ality, the Porter of our City, to do as 
he would be done unto : And I would have tauglit 
him, andſhewed him that Frowardneſs was in his 
Heart; and that ſowing Diſcord among Brethren 
is that which our Sovereign hates. But, my i 
Lord, he ſcorned acquaintance with either of ' 
us 3 would put his Finger in his Ear, and ſcorned 
(Prov. 6, 14 — 19.) to hear Counſel, How 
N = he expect to keep his Place and Privileges 
Mia our Corporation, who hath ſo long abuſed 
them and his Brethren ? 

* Fude, You have given a very cogent Teſtimo- 
n againſt him, Mr. Nuowiedg. I ſhall fam up 
the Evidences, | 

| | Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard what 
Mt. Heathen, Mr. Love-truth,” Mr. Unity, and 
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(36) 
now. Mr. Xnomledg have ſaid, as allo what ſcan 


dalous Perſons appeared in the Priſoner's behalf; 
but care will be taken to purge all ſuch out f 
the Suburbs of our Corporation. Gentlemen, 
you have heard ſome of thoſe Statutes mentioned 


| 
| 


| 


that Vhiſpering-Backþiter hath broken: that Sta. | 


cute. Exod. 23. 1. Thou ſhalt not raiſe (or, Hebr, 
receive) 4 falſe Report. Levit. 19. 16. Thou 
ſhalt not go up and down as a Tale-bearer. Yea | 


it is condemned in our new Charter; Lale 3. 14, 


Accu E 0 Man falſty : This Is expreſly ag inſt ; 
Backbiter, Yea, how frequently is he ranked 


with the worſt of Men? 2 Tim, 3. 3. Without 
natural Affetiions, | falſe Accuſers, deſpiſers of 


„ 


— 
- 
- 
oe 
o 
2 
o 
1 


thoſe that are good, Traitors, &c. Ves, when | 


| 


| 
| 


the queſtion is put, Who ſhall abide in thy T | 


bernacle ? or aſcend the holy Hill of Zion? He that © 


backbiteth not with his Tongue; or, be that takerh | 


Neighbour Pſal. 15. 2, 3. & 24. 2. You fee, 
Gentlemen, the Evil is ſo e it ſhuts out 
of the Celeſtial City, and the preſence of ou 
Sovereign for ever, Yea, that moral Precept that 


nor 77 or receiveth not a Reproach againſt bu 
bo 


' 


is a binding Statute, of loving his Neighbour | 
as himſelf, is violated. O but Backbiter he for?! | 


gets himſelf! never regarding that Precept, if a 
Brother of the Corporation be overtaken in a 


fault, to reſtore him in a ſpirit of meekneſs 3. con 


ſidering thy ſelf, left thou ſhouldſt have the lil 


occaſion; Gal. 6. 1. As Mr. Moral Heathen gare 


2 hint of Plato's Precept to his Scholars, ite 
hear 


| 


bed a Report of Evil of another, or ſaw ſome 
6) * ailing, preſehtly to ask themſelves this queſtion 
\ | Num ego fic; Tale? Have not I done the like 
4 | my ſelt, or worſe? So that you are to conſider 
as | how ſhort he comes of Morality, who endea- 


* 


11 vours to eat out the Repute of his Neighbour, 


br 
os 7 "as hath been witneſſed. Miſchief is in his Heart; 
ea yea, They ſharpen their 2 like a Serpent; 
4. N the poiſon of Adder is under their Lips; Pal, 
a 140. 2, 3. So that, Gentlemen, as you regard 
ed the Honour of our Sovereign, the Repute of the 
1 Worſhip and Devotion uſed in our City, and the 
of Peace of the Companies in our Corporation, 
en you muſt find for our Soveraign againſt the 
| } Priſoner at the Bar: And fo the Lord direct 


5 The Jury went out, but ſoon agreed unani- 
e, mouſly to bring Whsſpering- Backbiter in guilty 
at. according to his Indictment, and the Evidences 
ur. ©8ainſt him. They return. 
. Crier. Make way for the Jury ; make way 
there, They are all come up to the Bar. 
Jag. Gentlemen of the Jury, are you all 
agreed? 

Foreman, Ves, my Lord, and have allo agreed 
to give in our particular Verdicts. 


Hate. Strife. My Lord, I. ever hated to ſee 
things done through Strife, Phil. 2. 3. but to 
my Grief I have ſeen Strife and Violence in 


q 
3 
* 
1 
F 
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C 3 our 


it 0 Cy ha d ho | 

our City, Pſal. $5. 9. a ave traced home 
one of the chiefelt cauſes of it to Backbiter's | - 
very door; ſo that I am conſcious to my {elf he 


is guilty according to his Indictment, and evident bs 
Teſtimonies. | 


1 


Love Brother. 1 am ſure, my Lord, he bath. 
been a ſower of Enmity, and a deſtroyer of Uni- i 
| 

| 


ty: It's high time to take him off; for, where 
there is no Tale-bearer, Strife ceaſeth; Prov. 26. 
20. There is no greater a Demonſtration of our 
being beloved Citizens of Chriſt s. Church, than 

to love one another, John 13, 35. the true Badg 

and Character of Chriſtianitys and if this 
1 Backbiter be not taken off, our Ch 
1 broken and loſt. 


9 
* 


arter will be. 


* 


£m 


Society. I aſſent to what Mr. Love-Brother 
ſaith; for, my Lord, if he- be ſuffered to ſow 
Strife as he hath done, alas a Nation, City or 
Family divided is brought to ruin, Lake 11, 17, 
And what can be a more effectual way to break 
1 Human and Divine Society? for as a falſe Wit- 

id | nels he ſpeaketh Lies, and ſoweth Diſcord among \\ 
f Brethren; Prov. 6. 19. 


Conde ſcenſion. My Lord, I agree that he is 
guilty; and indeed I have wondered at his obſti- 
nacy, that ſuch plain Convictions, not only 
from the Freemen of our Corporation, but alſo 
; by Mr. Heathen, enough to have melted him 

: * 
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w to confeſs and forſake, that he may find Mer. 
Frou. 28.13. ſhould not workupon Him: but 
he L obltinately covered his Sins, 
1 II. 
Tr Dang) My Lord, 1 think: he hath 3 
born with too: long: tha L.carr. bear as much 
* arb, yet the very ſight of Backbiter in our 
in- Corporation chath greatly provoked. me: And 
ere | tho by an angry Countenance I have dtove 
26. him away, Prov. 2. 253. yet Lebuld.never drive 
Ur him out of his wicked Practice. I agree he is 
"an guilty. 


his. * lain dealing: My Lord; 1 am not a Min of 
be. many words z:; bat 10 be plain, If ever Man for- 
fſeited the Frerddom and Privileges vof Clrifi's 
Church, MNbi ſpering eil achbiter hath done it, for 
heath, prochalmed his Folly: for he that hideth 
W Hlatred with lying Lips, and he that uttereth 
r Slanders is a Fool; his, Wikedneſs oug he te be 
7.  ſhewed before the whole C ongreg ation, Prov. 26, 
Kk 28. that others may fear. 


11 Fairhful. IL. have long e at * dec 
ceit and falſhood of Backbiter.z Chriſtians that 
are free of our Corporation ſhould carry their 

> very Hearts in their Hands, and Meanings in their 

Fore-heads 3 but his. Mouth hath framed Deceit, 

Rom, 3. 13. He is guilty accbrding to his In- 

dictment, my Lord. 


8 — * 3» 


C 4 Charity, 


4 
1 


4) 


Charity. I eannot have à god thought of 
him, tho 1 have ever been ung to thir 
any evil, 1 Cor. 13. 5, till it hath evidently 
r Apa, = oo rapid 
forging or picking up Thunder-bolts, 'aga 
which no Innocency can be an Amour of Der 
fence : He is gullty. I can have: ino Charity fot 
ſuch a one that cafleth Firebrand, Arrows and 
Death at his Neighbouam Prov. 26. 18. and 
counts it ſport. egi ei | 


= m mn 

? » 
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Hape - well. I agree, my Lord, that he is evi- 
dently guilty yet I would not be without ſome 
hopes that the Order and Diſcipline of our Cor: |, 
poration will effectually laſh him into better 
manners; ſor tho Folly hath been bound up 
in his Heart, and he bath wrowght Folly in our 
Iſrael, Dext.22.21. yet the Rod of Correction 
may driue it from him; Prov. 22. 15. 


Pray-well. My Lord, it ſhall be my requeſt, | 
that he may learn to take heed that he offends : 
not with his Tongue, but that he may keep his 
Mouth as with a Bridle, Pſal. 39. 1. and that 
he may learn to guide his Tongue, and not 

| Whet his Tongue like a Sword; and that he may 


ſhoot no more of his Arrows, even bitter words, 
P al. 84. 3 —— 8. a 


Humility, 


(41) 


Humility, My Lord, I agree that the Priſoner 
# is'guilty according to his Indictment; and it's 
key. — that it's the Arrogancy of his Spirit that 
ill cauſeth him to deſpiſe and ſcandalize others, like 
chat Hypocrite of the Synagogue, Luke 18. 9. 
1. Pride, Suſpicion and Envy are always ſor 

ſtaining the clear Fame, and caſting the firſt 
and Stone. | | 


Ty. 
1 


Concord. My Lord, I am clearly of the ſame 
mind with Mr. Hate-Strife the Foreman, and do 
evi · fay he is a ſower of Contention, and where that 
ome is, there mult needs be Confuſion, and evil 
. Werk; James 3. 16. and therefore my Verdict 
is, that he may be no longer ſuffered in our 
d up Corporation. 


Tien Judg. Gentlemen, I am glad to ſee you all fo 

harmonious in your Verdicts, and ſo unanimouſly 

- , lſhewed your Loyalty to our Soveraign: and in- 

ueſt, deed you have ſpoke the very minds of our 

ends Mayor, Sheriff, and Recorder, namely, Kule- 

p his) well, Order and Diſcipline ;, and I perceive you 

that © hawe given great Satisfaction to our Corporation 

not in general. Backbiter, hold up thy hand, and 
may hear thy Sentence. 

ords, Crier. Silence about the Court on pain of 

D.iſpleaſure. 

Jug. Backbiter, thou haſt ſo diſorderly acted, 

that thou mayſt be no longer a Member of our 

ility Society, 
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Society, Mr. Church-Diſcipline ſhall croſs out thy | 
Name inrolled in our Corporation-Book, and 


Mr. Newman Priſon: keeper ſhall convey thee-back 


to Confinement, and in thy Apartment there he 
ſhall cauſe thee to fit down upon the Stogl:.of ! 
Repentance, and conſider what thou haſt done, 

whom thou haſt wronged and defamed ; what En- 
vyings, Strife, Debates and Whiſperings thou hak | 
cauſed, 1 Cor. 12. 20. Thy Lodging ſhall be 
upon a Bed of Sorrows; yea thy Meat and 
Drink ſhall be the Bread and Water of Godly 
Sorrow and internal Afflictions, till thou haſt 

attained to a rent Heart, and a broken Spirit, 
and canſt demonſtrate a Repentance to Life; then 

thou ſhalt ſtudy to make Reſtitution for all the 
Wrongs thou , halt done in cauſing the Reputa: ' 
tion of thy Brethren to lie bleeding; then he 
ſhall put thee upon the Heart-work and hard 
work of Mortification, that with the ſound of 
thy Tongue, and blaſt of thy Lips thou mayft 
never cauſe the Reputation of thy Brethren to 
fall flat as the Walls of Jericho. I have read the 
ſaying of an antient Freeman of our City, that 
he obſerved that there was rarcly a Member in 
— Corporation in his day, that had attained 
to any degree of Excellency, but there hath been 
ready a black Character by ſome -defaming 
Tongue to clap upon him: So that Stars of 
the firſt Magnitude by this means have been 
eclipled. And thou Backhiter ſhalt be taught 
by Mr. Newman till thou doſt learn to bridle: 
thy 


(43). 


, | thy Tongue, all thy Pretences to Religion will 


| be vain, Fames 1. 16. And when thou art be- 
come a new Man, then, and not till then, ſhalt 
thou be reſtored to the Privileges and Immunities 
of our Corporation of Chriſt-Church. And fo 


. the Lord have Mercy upon thee, and grant 


+ thee Repentance to Life never to be repented 


> of. Amen. 
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'TD E gen Bitle Bock, thy Meſſage do, 

D Gove thy Advice to all, both Friend and Fo: 

Sbem to the World the Evil of thoſe Wrongs © 

That have been done by theſe defaming Tongaes: 

And if they ſlight thee, let them ſo, and ſpare not; 

Tf thou art lov'd by Chriſtians, then I care not. 

I know there's ſome will ſay, their Tongues their own, 

And do reſolve to be controul'd by none; 

Tet others will thee gladly entertain, 

Aud by thy Counſel will advantage gain. 

Thou ſpeakeſt plain to ſute each Corporation, 
44 afford Advice to all the Nation. 


And 
For Cato ſaith, that both in old and young, 
Virtus begins ith a well. guided Tongue. 
If ſome detracting Reader ſhall amend, 
Then thou obtainſt the Writer 5 chiefeſt end. 


Lend it not, but let them buy; 
The Price is low, and ſo am J. 


FINIS. 


Advertiſement. 


Ote, That the Subſtance of what is here 
publiſhed, was wrote Anno 92. and now 

at the requeſt of ſome is publiſhed in print, not to 
reflect upon any Perſon or Perſons, but ſimply 
and ſincerely to detect that Evil where-ever it is 
found, or amongſt whomſoever it is tolerated 
it being confeſſed by all, that it's very iujurious 
and oppoſite to Love and Charity. Moreover, 
there are ſome other Criminals that according to 
this method, may c're long be apprehended and 
brought to their Trials. 


